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3 Injured In Avalon Explosion 


A build-up of natural gas from a water heater is 
believed to be the cause of an explosion at a Center 
Avenue, Avalon home on Tuesday, June 19, that left 
three people injured and the house in pieces. 

Residents within several blocks of the house at 
606 Center Ave. heard and felt the explosion about 
2:40 p.m. Bellevue’s pumper truck was the first to 
arrive on scene, and firefighter Jeff Wissner said the 
entire front of the house was enveloped in flames. 

By that time, all three occupants of the home had 
escaped. Adam Krepps and Eric Franklin, the tenants, 
along with Shannon Guckert, were taken to the Mercy 
Hospital Burn Center suffering from what medics 
believed were first and second degree burns. 

Krepps received the worst of the burns, on his 
arms and face, which makes sense in light of what offi¬ 
cials report is the cause of the explosion. Although a 
final report from the Allegheny County fire marshal’s 
office has not yet been received by local fire officials, it 
has been reported that the tenants were having prob¬ 
lems with the hot water heater in the basement of the 
house. Officials say the water to the heater was turned 
off, the pilot light went out, and natural gas began to 
build up. Officials say the explosion occurred when 
Krepps began to go down the stairs to the basement 
holding a lit cigarette. 

Both he and Franklin initially were reported in 
critical condition, but since have been upgraded to sat¬ 
isfactory. Guckert was not hospitalized. A small dog 
also escaped uninjured from the house, was picked up 
on California Avenue running through traffic, and was 
taken to the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society 
facility where it later was claimed by Guckert. 

Firefighters from six local companies -- Avalon, 
Bellevue, Ben Avon, Emsworth, Kilbuck and Seville — 
fought the fire and kept it from spreading to neighbor¬ 
ing homes. The Fleming Park fire company provided 
the Rapid Intervention Team (RIT). According to 
Avalon fire chief Bill Carney, an Emsworth firefighter 
was treated by NorthWest EMS for problems related 
to the heat. 

Although firefighters never entered the house, 
which Carney said had been blown off its foundation 
Continued on Page 15 



Correction: The house was at 606 Center Avenue 


THE HOUSE at 606 California Avenue began falling Mercy Hospital Burn Center. The picture above shows 

to pieces after a natural gas explosion knocked the the wall of the house falling, and also shows the vinyl 

building .off its foundation and enveloped the front of siding melted on the house next door. See Page 15 for 

the house in flames. Three people were taken to the more pictures. Photo by The Citizen 
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byafootorTeithers ide, the heat was intense, melting 
the vinyl siding on the house next door. 

Just before 4 p.m., the house collapsed, and fire¬ 
fighters cut apart the pieces and continued to douse 
hot spots. 

Investigators from the fire marshal’s office were 
on scene while the structure was still burning, as were 
gas company employees who made sure that the natu¬ 
ral gas had dissipated. The Avalon fire company’s aux¬ 
iliary handed out water and towels to hot firefighters, 
and NorthWest EMS also provided bottled water. 



THE SIDE of the house closest to the neighboring home on which the vinyl siding was melted shows the force 
of the explosion. Photo by The Citizen 
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AVALON Police officer Matt McDanel and borough 
manager Harry Dilmore watch from within a cloud of 
heavy smoke that enveloped the area following the 
explosion. McDanel was one of the first emergency 
responders on scene and helped firefighters connect 
the first hose to the hydrant. Photo by The Citizen 




















